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REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN 


Account  of  the  Collector  of  Taxes. 

Uncollected  taxes  per  last  report, 

Amount  of  tax  bills  from  Assessors, 

Interest  on  taxes  collected, 

School  district  taxes  collected, 


$7,230.58 

20,141.67 

153.38 

5.41 

$27,531.04 


Amount  collected  by  T.  Damon,  Jr.,  and  paid  : 


State  treasurer. 

County  treasurer. 

Town  treasurer. 

Abatement  on  taxes  for  prompt  pay, 
Taxes  remitted  by  assessors, 

School  district  taxes  remitted,  1869, 
Treasurer  and  collector’s  commissions, 


$2,440.00 

1,431.95 

14,651.26 

959.53 

599.81 

27.27 

470.75  $20,580.57 


Uncollected  taxes, 

1860, 

$107.53 

(( 

1861, 

141.06 

(( 

(( 

1862, 

265.81 

a 

u 

1863, 

288.54 

a 

(( 

1864, 

200.55 

n 

(( 

1865, 

193.00 

a 

(( 

1866, 

155.20 

(( 

u 

1867, 

156.53 

u 

u 

1868, 

264.25 

1869, 

868.21 

a 

1870, 

848.50 

a 

u 

1871, 

1,609.07 

u 

1872, 

1,852.20 

6,950.47 


$27,531.04 


4 


TUCKER  DAMON,  Jr., 

IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  ToWN  OF  FaIRHAVEN,  Dr. 


Amount  balance  old  account,  $463.22 

Cash  of  R.  Snow,  license,  10.00 

Dividend  Fairhaven  National  Bank,  73.60 

Cash  of  city  of  New  Bedford,  99.37 

Loan  of  Fairhaven  Savings  Bank,  1,000.00 

Cash  of  Jos.  Pope,  45.50 

Loan  of  Fairhaven  Savings  Bank,  1,000.00 

Cash  of  Andrew  M.  Braley,  124.20 

Loan  of  Fairhaven  Savings  Bank,  2,000.00 

Cash  of  State  Treasurer,  61.25 

Cash  of  State  Treasurer,  47.78 

Cash  of  Mr.  Noons,  50.90 

Cash  of  Mrs.  A.  P.  Willcox,  75.00 

Cash  received  of  Fairhaven  Bank,  balance 

premium  on  bonds,  1,725.25 

Dividend  Fairhaven  National  Bank,  73.60 

Cash  of  Mrs.  A.  P.  Willcox,  50.00 

Cash  of  town  of  Nantucket,  94.74 

Cash  from  State  Treasurer,  State  aid,  800.00 

Cash  from  State  Treasurer,  806.36 

Proceeds  loan  Fairhaven  Inst.  Savings,  482.50 

Cash  of  T.  J.  Lothrop,  dog  fund,  198.79 

Cash  of  Mrs.  A.  P.  Willcox,  48.00 

Cash  of  State  Treasurer,  school  fund,  188.44 

Cash  of  city  of  Taunton,  71.80 

Proceeds  loan  Fairhaven  Inst.  Savings,  1,447.50 
Cash  of  city  of  Fall  River,  • 260.09 

Cash  of  Mrs.  A.  P.  Willcox,  75.00 


Proceeds  loan  Fairhaven  Inst.  Savings, 
Cash  of  city  of  New  Bedford, 

Cash  of  Mrs.  A.  P.  Willcox, 

Cash  of  T.  Damon,  Jr.,  collector. 

Cash  of  town  of  Marion, . 

Cash  proceeds  loan  of  S.  Bank, 


1,447.50 

104.47 

100.00 

14,651.26 

156.00 

482.50  $28,314.62 


Credit. 

By  orders  drawn  on  treasurer  and  paid 
for  account  of  highways,  public  schools, 
support  of  poor  and  incidental  account,  $26,363.60 
Amount  carried  to  new  account,  1,951.02  $28,314.62 


Repairs  of  Highways. 


Order  in  favor  of  David  Howe  for  payment  to 

Josiah  R.  Howland,  §181.25 

Martin  Westgate,  82.15 

Edwin  Jenney,  48.20 

Charles  Shaw,  5.50 

Nathan  J.  Day,  3.10 

Henry  Jenkins,  7.80 

Edw.  West,  74.30 

John  Curran,  174.50 

William  Mann,  16.00 

Oliver  H.  Willcox,  77.60 

Charles  S.  Taber,  2.00 

Ephraim  Gifford,  9.40 

James  H.  Tripp,  9.80 

Malcom  McLean,  3.00 

James  Terry,  117.20 

John  Howard,  54.70 

Boston  and  Fairhaven  Iron  Works,  15.14 

Samuel  Briggs,  47.80 

William  Dwelly,  103.27 

Marshall  Briggs,  .90 

John  M.  Howland,  8.80 

Joseph  B.  Taber,  18.00 

Reuben  Austin,  98.55 

Mrs.  Nathaniel  Church,  .45 

William  Washburn,  .75 

Thomas  Hanna,  .43 

Joseph  Dwelly,  ^ 28.75 

Henry  Brownell,  12.00 

Thomas  Clark,  82.60 

Nathaniel  Clark,  12.50 

Charles  Stetson,  45.36 

Joseph  Jenney,  24.00 

Eben  Grinnell,  9.60 

Reuben  Marshall,  5.25 

Walter  Howland,  6.50 

Joseph  Wright,  6.50 

Frederick  Jenney,  14.00 

J.  C.  Jenney,  4.25 

Paul  K.  Hathaway,  4.12 

George  Jones,*  2.50 

William  B.  Haney,  22.00 

Elam  Littlefield,  2.50 

Dunham  & Stackpole,  1.56 
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Franklin  Morandi, 

1.20 

H.  J.  J.  Thompson, 

2.00 

John  Allen’s  estate, 

6.80 

Henry  Jenney, 

7.80 

Manuel  Rosa, 

134.15 

Seth  Delano, 

50.40 

Alfred  Delano,  Jr., 

4.00 

William  Mackie, 

8.00 

George  Swain, 

6.55 

William  C.  Ford, 

97.27 

James  L.  Butman, 

16.25 

William  Hoeg, 

15.50 

Charles  Eldredge, 

2.37 

John  S.  Taber, 

1.86 

Alden  Davis, 

2.80 

Jabez  T.  Howard, 

29.00 

Henry  T.  Howard, 

39.40 

John  F.  Howard, 

14.80 

Charles  F.  Jenney, 

3.00 

Alfred  Jenney, 

15.00 

Charles  F.  Blossom, 

53.00 

Roland  Fish, 

4.88 

John  M.  Hathaway, 

24.00 

Adams  Hathaway, 

12.00 

Charles  Sherman, 

2.00 

Seth  Alden, 

9.75 

George  II . Taber, 

26.66 

Andrew  Willcox, 

58.90 

Philip  Reed, 

7.00 

Elias  Terry, 

88.98 

David  Wood, 

7.20 

Stephen  Townsend, 

28.50 

George  King, 

21.13 

Mr.  Dooley, 

3.82 

P.  B.  Tripp, 

8.60 

Mrs.  A.  Cox, 

3.84 

Joseph  H.  Hammond, 

5.40 

James  D.  Butts, 

61.10 

Luther  T.  Howard, 

14.40 

John  Godfre}% 

.80 

John  Gelatt, 

16.20 

B.  Blossom, 

18.90 

Silvanus  Skiff, 

21.27 

John  Curran, 

16.00 

Seth  A.  Mitchell, 

7.75 

David  Howe, 

338.75 

John  Wood, 

5.00 

Wm.  C.  Ford, 

4.00 

^2,772.50 
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Credit, 


By  appropriation, 

By  balance  from  old  account, 

By  amount  charged  incidental  account, 


S2, 500.00 
104.92 

167.64  $2,772.56 


Support  of  Public  Schools. 
teachers’  salaries. 


George  E.  Nichols, 

P.  B.  Cathell, 

Mary  E.  Minter, 

D.  P.  Rand, 

Tentie  Jenkins, 

Catharine  Eldredge, 

A.  F.  Sears, 

E.  T.  Delano, 

Addie  E.  Burke, 

C.  K.  Wood, 

Ida  A.  Omey, 

Belle  Co  wen, 

Mary  A.  Wood, 

Annie  F.  Tripp, 

Sarah  M.  Tripp, 

Dora  C.  Ewer, 

S.  R.  Allen, 

M.  A.  Fairfield, 

S.  S.  Delano, 

E.  S.  Delano, 

Eunice  J.  Hiller, 

E.  S.  Phillips, 

CARE 

John  Lawton,  care, 

Roland  Fish,  fuel, 

David  West,  labor, 

John  H.  Kendrick,  care, 
Adams  Hathaway,  care. 
Geo.  H.  Taber,  fuel, 

Herman  H.  Hathaway,  care, 
Charles  Hathaway,  care, 

N.  S.  Taber,  care, 

James  Gillingham,  care, 
Samuel  Silva,  care, 
Porterfield  Hutchins,  care, 
John  M.  Hammond,  wood, 
E.  A.  Bassett,  care, 


$1,000.00 

400.00 

950.00 

300.00 

281.00 

88.00 

375.00 

154.00 

84.00 
68.75 
68.75 

180.00 

25.00 

14.00 

21.00 

161.00 

266.00 

285.00 

28.00 

133.00 

112.00 

105.00  $5,099.50 

FUEL. 

$148.25 

216.08 

2.71 

12.00 

15.60 

7.49 

12.00 

6.50 

30.00 
16.07 

6.50 

106.50 

19.00 
4.20 
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B.  J.  Briggs,  charcoal, 

24.15 

Walter  Perry,  care, 

1.76 

J.  Fraga,  care. 

6.84 

Arthur  Austin,  care, 
Samuel  Hathaway,  care, 

3.00 

17.83 

J.  H.  Taber,  care. 

7.70 

J.  L.  Macomber,  wood. 

6.25 

Francis  Keith,  care, 

3.25 

Albert  M.  Burns,  care. 

6.60 

A.  P.  Jenney,  wood. 

10.36 

Silvanus  Skiff,  fuel. 

4.50 

Jos.  King,  fuel, 

3.81 

N.  S.  Taber,  supplies. 

64.45 

P.  Hutchins,  labor, 

7.48 

William  Jenney, 

3.00 

G.  E.  Thomas, 
S.  E.  Studley, 

1.50 

3.00 

Jona.  Cowen,  wood, 
Jona.  Cowen,  supplies. 

13.40 

9.08 

Charles  Clark, 

2.40 

Supplies,  new  school-house. 

24.82 

Supplies,  new  school-house. 

27.35 

Marshall  Briggs, 

2.00 

Alfred  Nye, 

3.86 

Reuben  Fish, 
I.  F.  Terry, 

15.50 

15.00 

George  F.  King, 

4.36 

Levi  Wilson, 

8.50 

Seth  Delano, 

10.00 

A.  D.  Bourne, 
Joseph  Omey, 

55.34 

7.20 

Isaac  Terry,  supplies. 

4.62 

0.  F.  Hitch, 

11.42 

D.  Hathaway, 

5.93 

Acushnet  Mills, 

12.80 

J.  King  and  J.  Gelatt, 

12.00 

A.  M.  Taber,  cleaning. 

6.60 

Ann  Luscomb,  cleaning. 

6.60 

Lydia  Tilton,  cleaning. 

3.00 

R.  J.  Wood,  cleaning, 

7.70 

Ann  Mendall,  cleaning, 

3.00 

Joseph  King, 

4.00 

Joseph  B.  Taber,  supplies. 

6.74 

John  Alden,  repairs, 

49.89 

Martin  Hammond,  wood. 

24.07 

Barlow  & Sears,  supplies. 

2.78 

N.  S.  Taber,  supplies. 

49.55 

R.  Smith,  shingles, 

10.9G 

H.  Caswell,  pump. 

19.00 

« 

Marshall  Briggs,  repairing, 

22.50 

Squire  Stevens,  repairing. 

5.70 

Anselm  D.  Bourne,  repairing, 

88.89 

Ripley  & Tripp,  lumber. 

92.00 

J.  I.  Church,  supplies. 

1.32 

Dexter  & Haskins,  supplies. 

5.25 

Levi  Blossom,  repairing, 

4.00 

Wm.  Watkins,  supplies. 

8.50 

Seth  Delano,  labor. 

13.50 

Wm.  C.  Ford,  labor. 

5.65 

Greene  & Wood,  lumber. 

58.19 

H.  A.  Damon, 

1.80 

Geo.  King, 

7.60 

Sundry  small  bills. 

69.80 

1,602.55 

$6,702.05 

Credit. 

By  amount  appropriation, 

$5,000.00 

By  balance  from  old  account. 

1,013.70 

By  amount  received  from  State, 

188.44 

By  amount  received  from  dog  tax, 

198.79 

S6,400.93 

Balance  to  incidental  expense  account. 

301.12 

$6,702.05 

Support  of  Poor. 

Orders  drawn  for  Alms-house, 
Ord  ers  drawn  for  out-door  relief, 
N.  T.  Bonney,  salary. 

Expended  by  N.  T.  Bonney, 
Labor  at  farm. 

$415.72 

1,063.70 

500.00 

322.74 

241.93 

Received  from  sales  from  town  farm, 

$2,544.09 

820.64 

Balance  unexpended. 

$1,723.45 

276.55 

$2,000.00 

Appropriation  for  support  of  poor. 

$2,000.00 

B 
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Productions  of  Poor  Farm. 

1 7 tons  English  hay. 

4,070  pounds  salt  hay. 

Salt  grass,  amount  $3. 

14  tons  fresh  hay. 

14  tons  oats. 

14  tons  straw. 

120  bushels  potatoes. 

90  bushels  turnips. 

55  bushels  corn. 

20  bushels  barle}\ 

75  bushels  beets. 

4 bushels  beans. 

217  pounds  butter. 

9,000  quarts  milk. 

140  dozen  eggs. 

9 pigs. 

5 calves. 

2,534  pounds  fowls. 

700  pounds  pork. 

5 bushels  buckwheat. 

Garden  sauce,  &c.,  850. 

Incidental  Account. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


R.  Fish, 

Charles  Westgate, 

$2.38 

1.80 

J.  L.  Butman, 

181.00 

G.  W.  Murdock, 

4.17 

Wm.  Jeffers, 

3.30 

F.  M.  Fuller, 

.62 

J.  B.  Taber, 

8.60 

Purrington  & Taber, 

26.25 

Wm.  H.  Hoeg, 

22.25 

R.  Fitch, 

1.25 

G.  W.  Clark, 

171.30 

J.  C.  Pease, 

.90 

Wm.  Mann, 

6.00 

James  A.  Lewis, 

10.00 

George  F.  Neil, 
Smith  & Braley, 

15.83 

9.20 

H.  D.  Stetson, 

1.25 

T.  Clark, 

1.25 

0.  A.  Sisson, 

4.80 

Engine  Co.  No.  3, 

200.00 
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R.  Fish, 

W.  H.  Hoeg, 

F.  E.  Sawin, 

N.  B.  Gas  Company, 

A.  F.  Allen, 

Boston  & Fairhaven  Iron  Works, 
R.  Fish, 

N.  S.  Taber, 

William  C.  Ford, 

J.  Quirk, 

Engine  Co.  No.  5, 


4.10 

7.36 

.88 

11.35 

3.50 

22.70 

4.60 

3.25 

2.00 

2.00 

390.00  $1,124.16 


SALARIES. 


Geo.  H.  Taber,  selectman  and  overseer 

of  poor,  / S250.00 

Wm.  H.  Whitfield,  selectman  and  over- 
seer of  poor,  75.00 

Weston  Howland,  selectman  and  over- 
seer of  poor,  75.00 

Geo.  H.  Taber,  assessor,  125.00 

J.  A.  T.  Eddy,  assessor,  125.00 

Seth  Alden,  46.00 

I.  Fairchild,  school  committee,  1871-2,  50.00 

I.  Terry,  ‘‘  “ 1871-2,  50.00 

I.  Terry,  “ “ 1872-3,  50.00 

J.  C.  Tripp,  committee  on  accounts,  4.00 

Geo.  F.  Tripp,  “ “ 2.00 

T.  S.  Butman,  constable  and  special  police,  154.33 
T.  S.  Butman,  health  committee,  5.25 


L011.58 


State  Aid, 


924.00 


Interest  paid  on  Notes  and  Coupons  on  Bonds,  3,862.97 


SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

Amount  paid  for  school  books, 


468.11 


NEW  BEDFORD  BRIDGE. 


Francis  P.  Sherman,  labor, 

$50.00 

S.  S.  Swift  & Co.,  lamps  and  oil, 

17.78 

Albert  J.  Barney,  labor, 

18.68 

INCIDENTALS. 

E.  Anthony  & Sons,  printing, 

$101.50 

Fessenden  & Baker,  printing. 

51.75 
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R.  Fish,  coal,  22.55 

J.  H.  Bufford,  engraving  bonds,  119.97 

Phoonix  Hall  rent,  85.00 

Estate  of  John  Allen,  rent  of  land,  5.00 

Amos  Peirce,  care  of  clock,  25.00 

R.  A.  Dunham  & Co.,  7.50 

John  Weitzel,  labor,  5.00 

Granville  Taber,  watching,  6.00 

Jos.  S.  Tillinghast,  insurance,  143.00 

Oliver  Prescott,  advice,  6.00 

llervey  Caswell,  town  pump,  3.25 

R.  B.  Taber,  4.70 

Geo.  B.  Wheeler,  surveying  sewer,  10.00 

J.  S.  Tillinghast,  insurance  assessment,  50.40 

Wm.  H.  Whitfield,  sundry  bills,  4.92 

Josiah  R.  Howland,  labor,  3.85 

Benj.  T.  Dunn,  3.00 

Marshall  Briggs,  3.50 

N.  S.  Taber,  sealer  of  weights  and  repairing 

stove,  12.20 

Geo.  H.  Taber,  expenses,  13.00 

Tucker  Damon,  Jr.,  register,  27.05 

Tucker  Damon,  Jr.,  office  expenses,  15.77 

R.  M.  Simmons,  15.45 

W.  C.  Ford,  5.73 

R.  W.  Paine,  4.20 

Aaron  Savery,  1.00 

S.  Alden  and  R.  A.  Dunham,  referees,  10.00 

Sundry  small  bills,  29.90 


786.19 


$8,263.47 


Balance  highway  account,  167.67 

Balance  school  account,  301.12 

Interest  on  discounted  notes,  140.00 

T.  Damon,  Jr.,  commissions,  470.75 


• $9,343.01 


Credit. 


By  balance  poor  account,  $276.55 

By  amount  received,  sales  of  books,  348.00 

By  amount  received  R.  Snow,  license,  10.00 

By  amount  received  dividends  Fairhaven 
Bank, 


147.20 
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By  amount  received  of  Savings  Bank 
premium  on  bonds  over  interest  due  on 
notes  taken  up,  725.25 

By  amount  received  from  State  aid,  800.00 

By  appropriation,  0,000.00 

Balance  to  new  account, 


!8, 307.00 
1,036.01 


Town  Debt. 


►,343.01 


Bonds, 

$45,000.00 

Due  Pease  District, 

5,000.00 

Notes  to  individuals. 

3,800.00 

Fairhaven  Institution  for  Savings, 

4,000.00 

DEDUCTIONS. 

Due  from  State  for  State  aid. 

$924.00 

Due  from  city  of  Fall  River, 

5.35 

Due  from  town  of  Dartmouth, 

15.10 

Due  from  town  of  Marion, 

54.00 

Due  from  city  of  Taunton, 

37.55 

Due  from  Joseph  Pope, 

38.80 

Due  from  town  of  Nantucket, 

35.60 

Due  from  Andrew  M.  Braley, 

64.54 

Due  from  town  of  Acushnet, 

13.96 

23  shares  National  Bank  of  Fairhaven, 

1,840.00 

Uncollected  taxes. 

6,950.47 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer. 

1,951.02 

11,930.39 


$45,870.61 


School  Book  Agency. 


Balance  on  hand  March,  1872, 
Books  on  hand  March,  1872, 
Books  purchased  during  the  year, 
Advance  on  books  sold. 


$8.26 

213.15 

468.11 

47.25 


$736.77 


Credit. 


Books  on  hand  March,  1873, 
Cash  paid  town  treasurer, 
Cash  paid  by  agent. 
Expenses  obtaining  books. 


S229.27 

348.00 

20.60 

4.55 
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Books  furnished  schools. 

46.98 

Books  furnished  scholars, 

23.93 

Agent’s  commission. 

47.25 

Cash  on  hand. 

16.19 

Respectfully  submitted. 


GEORGE  H.  TABER, 
WESTON  HOWLAND, 


1 


Selectmen. 


We  the  undersigned  have  examined  the  foregoing  accounts 
and  believe  them  to  be  correct. 

OBED  F.  HITCH,  ) Committee  on 
JOHN  TERRY,  1 Accounts. 


Fairiiaven,  March  2G,  1873. 
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SCHOOL 

OF  THE 

COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  FAIRHAVEN, 

For  the  Year  1872-3. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE’S  HEPORT. 


The  questions  which  are  yearly  and  almost  daily  asked 
by  the  community  concerning  the  public  schools,  and 
which  the  school  committee  is  expected  to  answer,  are. 
What  is  the  condition  of  these  schools  ; are  they  making 
satisfactory  advancement,  and  is  their  condition  better 
than  last  year,  or  in  preceding  3^ears  ? If  in  replying  to 
these  questions  we  are  compelled  to  say  the  schools  do  not 
exhibit  any  very  marked  improvement,  and  have  not  made 
great  advances  over  previous  years,  we  would  not  imply 
that  there  is  blame  lying  at  the  door  of  delinquents  some- 
where. This  is  not  necessarily  so,  and  the  explanation  is 
not  difficult.  We  have  about  the  same  school-room  ac- 
commodations, the  same  appliances  for  conducting  the 
schools,  and  in  many  of  them  the  same  teachers  who  have 
been  employed  in  them  for  a number  of  years ; and  with 
the  average  capacity  of  the  children  coming  in  them  not 
much  above  nor  much  below  that  of  their  predecessors, 
we  cannot  expect  much  else  than  average  results,  and  we 
have  not  much  else  to  report.  But  if  we  have  not  moved 
the  standard  of  excellence  very  far  in  advance  of  its  posi- 
tion in  previous  years,  we  have  done  what  we  could  to 
prevent  any  retrogression. 

The  educational  system  of  the  state  is  the  product  of  a 
prolonged  and  slow  growth  ; its  foundations  were  laid  far 
back  in  the  early  colonial  times ; its  architects  built  with 
great  labor,  patience,  and  infinite  skill,  and  the  structure 
was  only  brought  to  its  present  state  of  completeness  by 
the  reorganizing  hand  of  Horace  Mann.  The  methods  of 
teaching  grew  up  with  the  system,  and  the  system  doubt- 
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less  is  in  part  au  outgrowth  of  the  methods  of  teaching. 
Perhaps  the  very  force  set  in  motion  by  the  machinery  of 
the  present  school  system  may  find  its  limit,  and  a point  be 
reached  verging  upon  immobility,  where  further  advance 
is  not  so  much  to  be  looked  for  as  the  holding  on  with  a 
steady  and  firm  grasp  to  what  has  already  been  attained. 
If  there  be  such  a point,  we  do  not  think  a very  near  ap- 
proach to  it  has  been  made  in  our  schools,  and  the  goal  of 
perfectibility,  still  far  removed,  remains  the  aim  of  our 
best  efibrts. 

We  are  glad  to  say  we  believe  some  efforts  not  wholly 
unsuccessful  have  been  made  in  the  right  direction,  and 
they  have  been  made  by  the,  teachers.  We  should  omit 
the  pleasantest  part  of  our  duty  in  making  our  annual 
report,  if  we  failed  to  speak  in  terms  of  praise  of  the 
patient  labor,  the  conscientious,  self-denying  devotion  to 
duty  of  our  teachers.  All,  indeed,  have  not  been  equally 
efiicient  and  earnest,  nor  worked  with  the  same  success ; 
but  we  may  say  nearly  all  have  done  well,  and  whatever 
good  results  we  have  to  record  are  the  fruits  of  their 
labors. 

Omitting  deserved  mention  of  other  studies,  we  wish 
particularly  to  allude  to  the  subject  of  Mental  Arithmetic, 
which  has  received  more  general  attention  for  the  past 
year  or  two  than  formerly.  In  some  of  the  schools  the 
proficiency  shown  by  the  pupils  has  been  surprising. 
Problems  the  most  intricate,  involving  not  only  exercises 
in  the  simple  rules  of  arithmetic,  but  complicated  opera- 
tions in  fractions  and  analysis,  are  wrought  out  with  per- 
fect accuracy,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  the  operation 
is  performed  showing  such  familiarity  and  mastery  of  the 
process,  that  it  seems  done  almost  without  conscious  efibrt 
on  the  part  of  the  pupil.  It  seems  not  to  be  the  result  of 
laborious  and  distinct  efibrts  of  the  memory  and  intellect, 
but  to  be  little  less  than  automatic.  The  effect  upon  the 
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unfamiliar  listener  is  puzzling,  if  not  bewildering.  The 
operation  may  not  inaptly  be  compared  to  the  rapid  and 
unconscious  movement  of  the  fingers  of  the  skilled  musi- 
cian over  the  keys  of  the  pianoforte,  producing  little  else 
than  a confused  and  unintelligible  noise  to  the  untaught 
listener,  but  yielding  music  of  sweetest  harmony  to  the 
cultivated  ear.  The  purely  intellectual  management  of 
arithmetical  questions  so  intricate  and  perplexing,  can 
only  result  from  patient  labor  and  prolonged  practice  on 
the  part  of  the  pupil,  aided  by  the  perseverance  and  skill 
of  the  instructor.  But  the  result,  setting  aside  the  value 
as  a means  of  mental  discipline,  is  not  dearly  bought,  for 
the  acquirement  cannot  fail  to  be  of  inestimable  worth  in 
the  practical  affairs  of  life.  The  knowledge  of  a process 
so  thoroughly  built  up  in  the  memory  becomes  scarcely 
less  than  a part  of  the  memory  itself,  and  will  be  lost  only 
with  a failure  of  that  faculty.  Such  ready  reckoners  are 
sought  for  by  the  merchant,  the  banker,  and  the  business 
man,  and  the  acquisition  is  such  as  will  go  far  towards 
fitting  them  to  become  business  men  themselves. 

The  chief  necessary  requisites  for  good  schools  are,  — 
capable  and  efficient  superintendents,  well  qualified  and 
faithful  teachers,  punctual  and  regular  attendance  of  pu- 
pils, commodious  and  attractive  school-rooms,  well  warmed 
in  winter,  well  lighted  and  well  ventilated  at  all  seasons, 
supplied  with  maps  and  globes,  and  whatever  apparatus  is 
needed  for  the  illustration  of  subjects  taught  in  the  school. 
To  meet  these  requisites  all  classes  have  something  to  do. 
While  the  main  duties  belong  to  the  school  authorities, 
parents  must  cooperate  by  requiring  prompt  and  regular 
attendance  of  children,  and  the  citizens  by  supplying 
proper  school-houses  and  furniture. 

Here  we  desire  to  ask  attention  to  the  repairs  needed 
in  and  about  some  of  the  school-houses.  The  High 
school-house  requires  painting.  The  house  at  the  corner 
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of  Eotcli  and  Sirring  streets  needs  roof  repaired,  to  be 
painted,  fences  and  buildings  adjoining  to  be  whitewashed 
or  painted,  and  the  wall  on  Eotch  street  to  be  rebuilt  or 
removed,  and  the  wooden  fence  to  be  continued  to  Spring 
street.  The  Grammar  school  on  Centre  street  ought  to 
be  reseated.  The  new  school-house  in  New  Boston  should 
be  completed  by  being  painted  and  furnished  with  blinds. 
The  school-house  in  Naskatucket  (No.  5)  is  not  worth  the 
expense  of  repairs ; it  is  too  small  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  scholars  attending  school  there ; the  lot  on  which 
it  stands  has  not  a margin  beyond  the  walls  of  the  house 
of  six  feet,  and  the  building  is  in  such  a dilapidated  con- 
dition that  better  judges  than  we  are  pronounce  it  a use- 
less waste  to  attempt  to  put  it  in  order.  We  hope  when 
the  subject  comes  before  the  town  meeting  the  case  will 
be  considered  on  its  merits,  and  we  do  not  doubt  a vote 
for  a lot  and  a new  school-house  will  be  given. 

We  wish  also  to  refer  to  the  anomalous  case  of  the 
Pease  school,  — a school  for  the  public,  sustained  in  great 
part  by  private  munificence.  Ever  since  the  legatees  be- 
came possessed  of  the  fund  donated  by  Mr.  Pease  for  the 
benefit  of  this  school,  the  school  committee  have  annually 
appropriated  about  one  hundred  dollars,  which,  with  the 
income  of  the  endowment  fund,  gives  to  the  school  about 
$450  per  year,  — a much  larger  sum  than  any  other  school 
in  town  of  like  character  receives ; a sum  sufficient  to 
maintain  a good  school  of  Grammar  school  grade  nine  or 
ten  months  in  the  year.  To  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  neighborhood  or  district  this  has  not  been  satisfactory, 
and  we  have  thought  it  advisable  to  insert  here  a copy  of 
the  item  in  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Pease,  in  which  he 
gives  $5000  for  the  school  in  the  Pease  school-house. 

Item.  — After  the  decease  of  my  said  wife,  or  when  she  ceases  to 
be  my  widow,  I give  to  my  said  executors  during  their  lives  or  the 
life  of  the  survivors,  and  after  their  decease  (or  should  they  decline 
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the  trust)  to  the  selectmen  of  said  Fairhaven,  in  trust,  and  to  their 
successors  in  office  forever,  five  thousand  dollars,  the  income  of  which 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a school  in  school 
district  No.  19,  in  said  Fairhaven,  called  the  Pease  district;  this  sum 
is  in  addition  to  a lot  of  land  and  school-house  thereon,  which  I have 
already  given  said  district. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  selectmen  are  the  guardians 
of  this  fund ; they  are  required  to  maintain  a school  in 
the  Pease  school-house ; the  income  of  the  fund  can  never 
be  diverted  to  any  other  purpose,  nor  in  case  the  select- 
men fail  to  use  the  money  as  directed  could  any  legal  heirs 
make  claim  to  it.  And  without  doubt,  should  the  select- 
men fail  to  maintain  the  school  themselves  or  through 
their  agents,  upon  application  to  the  proper  court  an  order 
would  be  issued  compelling  them  to  fulfil  their  trust. 
Here  is  a school-house  of  ample  dimensions  to  accommo- 
date a school  of  forty  children ; money  enough,  with  the 
usual  appropriation  from  the  town,  to  furnish  a good 
teacher  for  the  school.  We  believe  it  would  be  better  for 
all  concerned  that  the  children  naturally  belonging  to  that 
school,  who  are  now  scattered  among  other  schools,  to  be 
returned  there,  and  a thoroughly  competent  teacher  kept 
in  charge.  A fund  designed  for  so  beneficent  a purpose 
should  not  be  wasted  on  a score  or  so  of  children,  while 
others  who  might  share  its  benefits  occupy  seats  in  schools 
already  overcrowded,  where  the  room  and  attention  of 
the  teacher  more  properly  belongs  to  "others.  There 
exists  no  occasion  for  annual  district  meetings,  or  for  the 
appointment  of  committees  of  inquiry  as  to  the  rights  of 
the  district  or  other  parties.  The  matter  is  placed  exclu- 
sively in  the  hands  of  the  selectmen  forever. 

The  appropriations  and  expenditures  for  the  year  will 
be  seen  by  reference  to  the  following  tables. 
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SCHOOLS. 
North  Fairhaveu, 

Z. 

Spring  term,  Amanda  F.  Sears, 

$28.00 

2| 

inos. 

Summer 

Belle  L.  Cowen, 

25.00 

3 

Winter 

Belle  L.  Cowen, 

28.00 

31 

a 

Oxford  Village, 

Spring 

K.  H.  Eldridge, 

32.00 

2f 

u 

Summer 

Amanda  F.  Sears, 

82.00 

H 

a 

Winter 

( i 

Amanda  F.  Sears, 

32.00 

31 

Naskatucket, 

Spring 

a 

Lizzie  Delano, 

28.00 

2| 

Summer 

Lizzie  Delano, 

28.00 

3 

i i 

AV  inter 

(( 

Emma  S.  Phillips, 

28.00 

31 

New  Boston, 

Spring 

a 

T.  W.  Jenkins, 

28.00 

21 

44 

Summer 

(( 

T.  AV.  Jenkins, 

28.00 

3 

44 

Winter 

T.  W.  Jenkins, 

32.00 

3^ 

44 

Sconticut  Neck, 

Spring 

a 

Katie  H.  AVood, 

25.00 

2| 

44 

Summer 

Ida  A.  Omey, 

25.00 

2| 

44 

AVinter 

u 

Eunice  J.  Hiller, 

28.00 

4 

44 

Centre  Intermedial, 

Spring 

M.  A.  Fairfield, 

30.00 

2| 

44 

Summer 

M.  A.  Fairfield, 

30.00 

3 

44 

Winter 

u 

M.  A.  Fairfield, 

30.00 

31 

‘‘ 

Centre  Primary, 

Spring 

Ella  S.  Delano, 

28.00 

2| 

44 

Summer 

iC 

Ella  S.  Delano, 

28  00 

3 

44 

AV inter 

i i 

Lizzie  Delano, 

28.00 

31 

44 

North  Primary, 

Spring 

ii 

Sarah  K.  Allen, 

28  00 

n 

Summer 

Sarah  R.  Allen, 

28.00 

3 

4 4 

AVinter 

Sarah  R.  Allen, 

28.00 

3| 

44 

South  Primary, 

Spring 

Dora  C.  Ewer, 

28.00 

2| 

44 

Summer 

u 

Dora  C.  Ewer, 

28.00 

3 

44 

AVinter 

Ella  F.  White, 

28.00 

3| 

44 

Pease  School, 

Spring 

Addie  E.  Burke, 

28.00 

2| 

44 

Summer 

a 

Addie  E.  Burke, 

28.00 

3 

44 

AVinter 

u 

Addie  E.  Burke, 

30.00 

31 

44 

Grammar  School, 

Spring 

u 

Mary  E.  Minter, 

80.00 

31 

44 

Summer 

li 

Mary  E.  Minter, 

80.00 

3 

Winter 

Mary  E.  Minter, 

120.00 

3| 

Do.  Assistant, 

Spring 

ii 

Deborah  P.  Rand, 

30.00 

Summer 

Deborah  P.  Rand, 

30.00 

3 

AVinter 

ii 

Deborah  P.  Rand, 

30.00 

31 

High  School, 

Spring 

a 

George  E.  Nichols, 

100.00 

3^ 

44 

Summer 

a 

George  E.  Nichols, 

100.00 

3 

44 

Winter 

ii 

George  E.  Nichols, 

100.00 

31 

4 4 

Do.  Assistant,  ^ 

Spring 

a 

P.  B.  Cathelle, 

40.00 

3^ 

44 

Summer 

a 

P.  B.  Cathelle, 

40.00 

3 

44 

Winter 

(< 

P.  B.  Cathelle, 

40.00 

3| 

44 

XX. 


SCHOOLS. 


Nortli  Fairhaven,.. 
Oxford  Village, . . . . 

Naskafucket, 

New  Boston, 

Sconticut  Nock,«... 
Centre  Infermedial, 
Centre  Primary,  ... 
South  Primary,.... 
North  Primary,. . . . 

Pease  scimol, 

Grammar  school, .. 
High  school. 


SPRING. 

summp:r. 

WINTER. 

Attendance  between 
5 and  15. 

Attendance  under  5.  | 

Attendance  over  15.  | 

I Whole  attendance.  \ 

Average  attendance. 

Attendance  between 
5 and  15. 

1 Attendance  under  5. 

1 Attendance  over  15. 

1 Whole  attendance. 

Average  attendance. 

Attendance  between 
5 and  15. 

1 Attendance  under  5.  | 

1 Attendance  over  15.  | 

1 Whole  attendance.  | 

Average  attendance. 

17 

6 

0 

23 

17 

17 

6 

1;24 

18 

18 

0 

220 

10.79 

53 

1 

0.54 

44 

53 

0 

0.53 

44 

52 

0 

0,52 

39 

25 

0 

025 

18.47 

28 

0 

028 

18.34 

23 

0 

0,23 

15..32 

39 

0 

039 

27.11-53 

43 

0 

043 

31.7-40 

32 

0 

2.34 

2.3 

29 

1 

030 

178 

21 

3 

024 

17.6 

28 

1 

3, .32 

20 

56 

0 

056 

48.3 

58 

0 

058 

4.5.9 

57 

0 

0 57 

44.24 

30 

1 

031 

23.73 

41 

0 

o;4i 

33..34 

40 

0 

0'40 

27  . 

55 

0 

0 

55 

41 

55 

0 

0 55 

39.27 

51 

0 

051 

32.42 

34 

1 

0 

3527.6 

33 

0 

2 35 

26.11 

30 

0 

2.32 

20.97 

15 

0 

2 

17  13 

18 

0 

1119 

15 

38 

0 

1 19 

14.8 

74 

0 

5 

7962 

63 

0 

3,66 

56 

67 

0 

6,7.3 

54 

32 

0 

30 

62.53 

23 

0l30  53 

51 

20 

0 

3050I46.33 

Whole  number  of  children  between  5 and  15, 4?0. 


From  the  foregoing  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the 
schools  have  been  in  session  nine  and  one  half  months, 
except  the  High  school  and  Grammar  school,  which  were 
in  session  ten  months,  and  the  school  at  Oxford  Village 
nine  months. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  expend- 
itures for  the  past  year  : 


Amount  raised  for  school  purposes, #5,000.00 

Received  from  State  Treasurer, 188.44 

Received  from  County  Treasurer, 198.79 

Unappropriated  balance  from  last  year, 1,013.70 


Total, $0,400.93 

Expense  for  teachers’  salaries,  care  and  fuel, 5,985.25 

Leaving  balance  unappropriated, $415.08 

[Signed.] 


ISAAC  FAIRCHILD,  Chairman, 
JONATHAN  CO  WEN,  Secy., 
ISAAC  TERRY, 


School 

Committee. 


Fairhaven,  March  31st,  1873. 
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